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I. INTRODUCTION. 

The Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster ("Watermaster") hereby seeks an order of 

Court approving the cyclic storage agreement (“Agreement”) between Watermaster and 

Covina Valley Water Company ("Covina"), which Watermaster has executed subject to Court 

approval.  Watermaster believes that the Agreement is in the best interest of the Main San 

Gabriel Basin (“Basin”) and the parties in this action and within the administrative powers 

granted Watermaster under the terms of the Judgment entered herein.  Court approval is 

sought in accordance with Paragraph 34(n) of the Judgment which gives Watermaster power 

to enter into cyclic storage agreements subject to approval of this Court.  

II. THE CYCLIC STORAGE AGREEMENT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE JUDGMENT 

AND IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE BASIN AND THE PARTIES. 

A. The Cyclic Storage Agreement. 

The Agreement before the Court is a Cyclic Storage agreement.  The Agreement 

involves utilization of groundwater storage capacity of the Basin for cyclic or regulatory storage 

of Supplemental Water for subsequent recovery or Watermaster credit by the storing entity.  

The Agreement provides that Covina may store up to 3,000 acre-feet of Supplemental Water, 

through Watermaster, in advance of Covina’s Replacement Water requirements.  Water placed 

in Covina's cyclic storage account may be credited to Covina's production or overproduction 

and is subject to all applicable terms of the Judgment and Watermaster's Rules and 

Regulations.  (The Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit "1" to the declaration of Kelly 

Gardner). 

B. The Judgment Authorizes Watermaster To Enter Into Cyclic Storage 

Agreements. 

Pursuant to Section 25 of the Judgment, spreading, injecting or otherwise recharging 

water in the Basin is restricted.  However, pursuant to Sections 25 and 34(n) of the Judgment, 

Watermaster is authorized to enter into Cyclic Storage agreements, to be approved by the 

Court with all such agreements to be in accord with the Uniform Rules and Conditions of Cyclic 
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Storage agreements adopted by Watermaster.  (Rules and Regulations of Main San Gabriel 

Basin Watermaster, § 26(a-i)).  Section 34(n)(1-4) of the Judgment grants Watermaster the 

following authority with respect to cyclic storage agreements: 

“To enter into appropriate contracts, to be approved by the Court, 

for utilization of Ground Water storage capacity of the Basin for 

cyclic or regulatory storage of Supplemental Water by parties and 

non-parties, for subsequent recovery or Watermaster credit by the 

storing entity, pursuant to uniform rules and conditions, which shall 

include provision for: 

(1)  Watermaster control of all spreading or injection and extraction 

scheduling and procedures for such stored water; 

(2)  calculation by Watermaster of any special costs, damages or 

burdens resulting from such operations; 

(3)  determination by Watermaster of, and accounting for, all losses 

in stored water; and  

(4)  payment to Watermaster for the benefit of the parties hereto of 

all special costs, damages or burdens incurred. . .” 

The Agreement is consistent with the Judgment and the Rules and Regulations adopted 

by Watermaster.  The Agreement includes provisions for:  (1) Watermaster's control of 

spreading, storage, and use of stored water; (2) Watermaster’s calculation of all water spread 

and removed pursuant to this Agreement; (3) the requirement that water delivered shall be 

subject to Watermaster’s “Criteria for Delivery of Supplemental Water”; (4) a determination by 

Watermaster that a reduction in delivery rate of Supplemental Water requires a proration of all 

cyclic storage rights in the Basin; (5) a determination by Watermaster of, and accounting for, 

all losses in stored water; and (6) payment by Covina to Watermaster for all special costs, 

damages, or burdens incurred.  
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The Agreement utilizes the standard form for Cyclic Storage agreements developed by 

Watermaster staff, including the Watermaster Engineer and General Counsel.  (Gardner Decl., 

¶ 4).  The Agreement provides for the utilization of the Basin’s available storage capacity 

subject to all terms and conditions of the Judgment entered herein.  (Gardner Decl., ¶¶ 3, 5).  

The Agreement further contains a number of provisions to protect Watermaster and the parties 

herein from any losses or damages incurred in connection with the storage of water under the 

Agreement.  (Gardner Decl., ¶¶ 3, 5).  The Agreement has been duly executed, subject to 

Court approval, by both Watermaster and Covina.  (Gardner Decl., ¶¶ 6, 7). 

III. CONCLUSION. 

For the reasons set forth above, Watermaster believes that the Agreement is consistent 

with the Judgment, within the powers of Watermaster specified in the Judgment, and in the 

best interest of the Basin.  Watermaster respectfully requests this Court’s approval of the 

Agreement. 

DATED: March 11, 2026 NOSSAMAN LLP 
Frederic A. Fudacz 

      Alfred E. Smith 
 
 

By:   
              Frederic A. Fudacz 
Attorneys for Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster 

 

MB
Fred Fudacz



 

- 5 -  

MOTION OF WATERMASTER FOR ORDER APPROVING CYCLIC STORAGE AGREEMENT; DECLARATION 
OF KELLY GARDNER IN SUPPORT THEREOF 

70166141.v1 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

DECLARATION OF KELLY GARDNER 

I, Kelly Gardner, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Executive Officer for the Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster 

("Watermaster").  I have personal knowledge of the following facts, and if called to testify as a 

witness, I could and would competently testify thereto.  This declaration is submitted in support 

of the motion by Watermaster for an order approving Watermaster's execution of the Cyclic 

Storage agreement (“Agreement”) between Watermaster and Covina Valley Water Company 

(“Covina”).   

2. The purpose of the Agreement is to utilize the groundwater storage 

capacity of the Basin for cyclic or regulatory storage of Supplemental Water.  The Agreement 

provides that Covina may store up to 3,000 acre-feet of Supplemental Water, through 

Watermaster, in advance of Covina's Replacement Water requirements.   

3. Water placed in Covina’s cyclic storage account may be credited to its 

production or overproduction, and is subject to all applicable terms of the Judgment and 

Watermaster's Rules and Regulations.  The Agreement specifies the maximum amount of 

water that may be stored in the Basin by Covina at any point in time. 

4. The Agreement utilizes the standard form for individual party cyclic 

storage agreements developed by Watermaster staff, including the Watermaster Engineer and 

General Counsel.   

5. The Agreement between Watermaster and Covina has been reviewed by 

counsel for Watermaster.  The Agreement provides for utilization of the Basin’s storage 

capacity and contains a number of provisions designed to protect Watermaster and the parties 

herein from any losses or damages incurred in connection with the storage of water under the 

Agreement. 

6. At the regularly scheduled public meeting of Watermaster on February 4, 

2026, Watermaster authorized the Agreement, subject to Court approval.  Thereafter, 

Watermaster directed counsel to petition this Court for approval of the Agreement. 
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Journal Technologies Court Portal

Court Reservation Receipt

Reservation

Fees

Description Fee Qty Amount

Motion re: (name extension)   *** Fees Exempted by Gov Code 6103.1 *** 0.00 1 0.00

Payment

 Back to Main     Print Page   

Reservation ID:

479140502841
Status:

RESERVED

Reservation Type:

Motion re: (Motion for Order Approving Cyclic Storage

Agreement)
Number of Motions:

1

Case Number:

C924128

Case Title:

UPPER SAN GABRIEL VALLEY MUNICIPAL WATER

DISTRICT vs CITY OF ALHAMBRA

Filing Party:

Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster (Real Party in

Interest)
Location:

Stanley Mosk Courthouse - Department 38

Date/Time:

July 13th 2026, 9:30AM
Confirmation Code:

CR-HYZBR396VGRQSJGTM

TOTAL $0.00

Amount:

$0.00
Type:

GOVT_EXEMPT

 

https://portal-lasc.journaltech.com/public-portal/?q=calendar/view/479140502841
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